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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Building What Comes Next
At Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio, we measure success by more than numbers. We ask
whether the young people we serve leave our programs more confident about money, more
curious about careers and better prepared for the world of work. This past fiscal year, JAEO
reached 7,651 young people across Ashtabula, Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull counties
through 341 JA programs in 54 schools, guided by 226 volunteers and 205 educators.

Nearly six in ten of those young people qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. For many of
them, JA is the first place they build a budget, hear a professional talk about a career path or
pitch a business idea of their own.

Here is what drove our work this year:

▪  Meeting Ohio’s financial literacy requirement. Beginning with the Class of 2026, every Ohio
graduate must complete a half-unit of financial literacy. JA Financial Literacy, a one-
semester, teacher-led course offered free to educators, helps schools meet that requirement
with flexible, standards-aligned lessons and local support.

▪  Bringing learning to life through hands-on events. High school and college teams tested
their investing skills at the JA Stock Market Challenge, and high school teams ran virtual
companies at two JA Titan Competition events. Young entrepreneurs showcased their
businesses at three JA Youth Market Day events, and middle school students pitched new
ideas to Pizza Joe’s and Conneaut Dairy Queen at two JA Innovation Challenge events.

▪  Building the JA Discovery Center. JA BizTown and JA Finance Park are coming to the
Eastwood Mall. Pilot testing begins in spring 2027, JA BizTown opens fully in fall 2027 and JA
Finance Park follows in fall 2028. Once fully operational, the center is projected to serve
10,000 young people a year.

Thank you for being part of this work. Your generosity and time give young people in Eastern
Ohio the skills and confidence to shape their own futures, and we are grateful to build what
comes next alongside you.

With gratitude,
Michele Merkel
President, Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio

Our purpose is to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy.



IMPACT SUMMARY
2025–2026 School Year

7,651
Young People Reached

341
JA Programs Delivered

76,254
Instructional Hours

54
Schools Served

226
Volunteers

205
Educators

59.2%
Eligible for Free or Reduced-Price
Lunch

4
Counties Served: Ashtabula,
Columbiana, Mahoning & Trumbull

Volunteers help bring every JA program to life.
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SCHOOLS SERVED
2025–2026 School Year

7,651
young people

341
programs

54
schools

4
counties

ASHTABULA COUNTY
967 young people
8 schools · 32 programs

A-Tech
Conneaut High School
Conneaut Middle School
Cork Elementary School
Geneva High School
Grand Valley Middle School
Jefferson Area High School
Pymatuning Valley High
School

COLUMBIANA COUNTY
1,237 young people
7 schools · 60 programs

Buckeye Elementary School
David Anderson Jr./Sr. High
School
East Liverpool Jr./Sr. High
School
East Palestine Middle School
Leetonia High School
McKinley Elementary School
Southeast Elementary School

MAHONING COUNTY
2,784 young people
24 schools · 113 programs

Austintown Elementary School
Austintown Intermediate School
Boardman High School
Choffin Career & Technical Center
Damascus Elementary School
East High School
East Middle School
Holy Family School
Inspiring Minds Youngstown
Kirkmere Elementary School
Lowellville High School
Martin Luther King Elementary School
McKinley Elementary School
Northeast Ohio Impact Academy
Poland Seminary High School
South Range High School
Springfield Local High School
St. Charles School
St. Nicholas School
Struthers Elementary School
Struthers Middle School
Thornton Educational Services
Valley STEM + ME2 Academy
Western Reserve High School

TRUMBULL COUNTY
2,663 young people
15 schools · 136 programs

Bloomfield Middle/High School
Brookfield High School
Central Elementary School
Chalker High School
Champion Middle School
Girard Intermediate School
Hubbard High School
Hubbard Middle School
Lakeview Elementary School
Liberty High School
Lordstown High School
McGuffey PK-8 School
Mineral Ridge High School
Warren G. Harding High School
Willard PK-8 School

MEASURING EFFECTIVENESS
JAEO measures every program with JA USA’s evaluation tools: pre- and post-program surveys of young
people, educator surveys and participation data. We track reach, curriculum completion, growth in
financial and career knowledge, and educator ratings of program quality.

90%
of young people
connect their education
to future careers

93%
of teachers see
sustained higher
engagement

77%
of JA alumni are doing
better than average
financially

87%
of JA alumni continued
their education after
high school

Sources: JA experiential learning center evaluation data; 2026 JA Alumni Report (Ipsos for JA USA, 1,005 alumni
ages 22–44).

Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio · 1601 Motor Inn Dr. #305, Girard, OH 44420 330-539-5268 · easternohio.ja.org



PROGRAMS IN ACTION
Real-world skills. Real futures.

JA Titan & Future Bound
High school teams ran virtual companies at two JA
Titan Competition events. East Liverpool High
School’s team took first place and advanced to the
National JA Titan Challenge, where they earned
the CNA Operational Stewardship Award at JA’s
Future Bound event.

JA Innovation Challenge
Middle school teams invented and pitched new
menu ideas at two JA Innovation Challenge
events, one with Pizza Joe’s and one with
Conneaut Dairy Queen. Winning teams get to see
their ideas brought to life by the business they
pitched.

JA Youth Market Day
Young entrepreneurs started a business,
developed a product and sold it to the public at
three JA Youth Market Day events. After
completing a required JA Start My Business
workshop, they handled their own setup, sales and
customer interactions on each market day.

eighteen under 18
In partnership with the Gazette Newspapers, JA’s
4th annual eighteen under 18 awards honored
Ashtabula County’s most extraordinary young
people, ages 10 to 18, for their entrepreneurial
spirit and leadership.

Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio easternohio.ja.org



FINANCIAL SUMMARY
July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026

OPERATING REVENUE

$648,440

Grants & Foundations $336,578 51.9%

Special Events $131,802 20.3%

State of Ohio Funding $125,000 19.3%

Investment Income $28,099 4.3%

Gifts & Program Income $26,960 4.2%

EXPENSES

$541,535

Staff Salaries & Benefits $226,326 41.8%

Programs, Scholarships & JA
USA Program & Support Fees $107,026 19.7%

Outside & Professional Services $82,250 15.2%

Facilities, Technology &
Operations $72,909 13.5%

Special Event Costs $53,024 9.8%

JA DISCOVERY CENTER TOMORROW TODAY CAMPAIGN
Gifts received this year through the Tomorrow Today Campaign for the new
JA Discovery Center at the Eastwood Mall. Shown separately from operating
revenue.

$229,368

Unaudited figures from JAEO’s accounting records.
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026

PLATINUM ($10,000+)

Cafaro Foundation
Farmers Charitable Foundation
The Fibus/Hendricks

Family Foundation

The Frank and Pearl E. Gelbman
Charitable Trust

Ohio Department of Education
& Workforce

The Pollock Personal Foundation

Taco Bell Foundation
William M. Neckerman

Jr. Foundation
The Youngstown Foundation

GOLD ($5,000–$9,999)

The Arnett Family Fund of the CFMV
ASECU
Ashtabula Foundation
Laura Dewberry
Ellwood Aluminum
FactSet
The Huntington Foundation

Mahoning Valley Scrappers
Muransky Companies
Ohio Department of Commerce
PNC Foundation
Robert S. Morrison Foundation
TJX Foundation
Chad Vavpetic

Walter E. & Caroline H.
Watson Foundation

The William B. Pollock
Company Foundation

William Swanston Charitable Fund
of the CFMV

SILVER ($1,000–$4,999)

898 Marketing
Aim NationaLease
Anne Kilcawley Christman

Foundation of the YF
Ashtabula Association of Classified

School Employees
Tarik Awad
Baird's Tree Service LLC
Butech Bliss
Dr. Patrick Callihan
Heather Chunn
DeSalvo Construction Co., Inc.
Hon. Renee DiSalvo
Exodus Industrial, LLC
Farmers National Bank
Frances Schermer Charitable Trust
G & S Refrigeration
The Garland Company
HD Growth Partners
Helen & Walter Bender

Memorial Fund
Helene P. Kaighin Charitable Trust

Hill, Barth & King LLC
The I.J. Van Huffel Foundation
INEOS KOH
JFS Wealth Advisors
Jobs for Ohio's Graduates
Ken Ganley KIA of Boardman
The Kennedy Family Fund of

the CFMV
Lake to River

Economic Development
Dr. Betty Jo Licata
Mercy Health Foundation

Mahoning Valley
The Middlefield Banking Company
Millwood, Inc.
Molly Maid of Mahoning/Trumbull
Packer Thomas
Phantom Fireworks

Corporate Offices
Aaron Pitko
Practice Management &

Billing Solutions

Preston BMW
Pro-Tec Roofing Inc.
Salem Community Foundation
David Saraney
The Schmutz Family Foundation
The Schwebel Family Foundation
Bob & Linda Sebo
Starz Counseling
Team Recovery Inc.
UPS
Valley Economic

Development Partners
VFW Post 1090
Justin Vinkler
Wadsworth Solutions
Warren P. Williamson, Jr. Fund of

the YF
William J. Bruder Trust
Youngstown Phantoms, LLC
Youngstown/Warren

Regional Chamber

BRONZE ($500–$999)

Chris Brecht State Farm
Insurance, LLC

Denise Brown
Clear Skies Ahead
Community First Credit Union
DGPerry CPAs + Advisors
Fireline, Inc.
Guidelight Financial Group

Infinity Resources, Inc.
Kent State University at Ashtabula
Natalie Lariccia
Morris & Esther Simon Philanthropic

Fund of the YAJF
Olsavsky Jaminet Architects, Inc.
Penn Care, Inc.
Tara Rhodes

Sam's Club #6327
James Sebastian
Skufca's on State Collision & Towing
Taneja Associates Ltd. Partnership
Walmart #3860 Youngstown
Waypoint 4180
Youngstown State

University Foundation

Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio easternohio.ja.org



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Continued

PARTNERS ($100–$499)

Greta Barninger
Sherry Barto
Anita Beavers
Nicole Beck
Marina Best
Kellie Bietsch
Shauna Blizzard
Shelley Blum
Ellie Bodnar
Matthew Brophy
Amanda Chieffo
Taylor Ciborek
Rick & Linda Coblitz
Stephanie Coblitz
Cohen & Co.
Ernest Cook
Lori Corsale
Thomas & Janet Costello
Covelli Enterprises, LLC
Guy Coviello
Tavia Day
Enzo Dechellis
Gina DeNiro
Jim Diamond
Amiah Diaz
Mark Dickerhoof
Bailey Dickson
Becki Dietrich

Ja-Tice Dillars
Cody Dillon
Maureen Drummond
Lynn Fatica
Jonathon Fauvie
Cynthia Ferry
James Fisher
Game Changers
Gateways to Better

Living Inc.
Gazette Newspapers, Inc.
Cathy Gebhardt
Monica Georgiadis
Tammy Gibbons
Taylor Horne
Nancy Howard
Stacey Huffman
Iten Industries
Brooke Jardine
Sandy Johnston
Christa Kalcic
Debra Kayyali
Emily Keyes
Tifinie LaComb
Dana Learn
Livi Steel Inc.
Ramon Lozada
Terri Ludiciani

Natalie Manley
Marco's Pizza Foundation
Joseph Marstellar
Jessica Masirovits
ME Monda
Mercer County Community

Federal Credit Union
Elizabeth Miller
Jodi Mills
Mullen Insurance Solutions
Susan Mullins
Amanda Niblick
Linna Nieves
Rosemari Panno
Ashley Parker
Robin Parmertor
Leah Petrella
Leslie Phillips
Mercedes Pilger
PNC Financial

Services Group
Mika Pomales
Linda Profant
Rockwood

Painting Contractors
Stephanie Roloff
Gretchen Schaefer
Danielle Scott

Lydia Smith
Kristi Snyder
Mya Surbella
Frank Sybelnik
Team Office Technologies
Michelle Tenney
Amanda Thiry
Robin Thome
Joshua Thompson
Holly Tindall
Donald Trummer
Melissa Tullis
Jessica Van Epps
MaryJo Vasti
Lori Vencill
Roman Vencill
Gregg Warner
Jenna Wayman
Weichert, Realtors –

Welcome Agency
Dr. Holly Welch
Ryan & Amber Wintz
Kathleen Worhatch
York Mahoning Mechanical

Contractors Inc.

FRIENDS (Under $100)

Marcy Angelo
Anonymous
Jenna Ball
Elaine Bert
Laura Boniface
Kylie Ciccol
Anne Coleman
Laura Collier
Heather Diaz
Tashina Drake
Frank Edelman
Gina Eliser
Sarah Ferra

Julie Greene
Debra Hart
Tim Hodge
Lacie Jakubec
Rose Jones
Kelly Loftus
Jim Long
Laura Lorelli
Melissa Maki
Donna Maukonen
Garrett McIntyre
LaChille McRae
Michele Merkel

Kara Miller
Teresa Miller
Tara Millero
Rachel Mills
Brittany Noffsinger
Viktoria Oll
Stephen Page
Jennifer Poland
Katrina Port
Tina Porter
Rachel Rhyand
Katrina Ric
Diane Roberts

Brigitte Rohrer
Amber Rumbaugh
Colleen Shine
Ashley Sidley
Barbara Skytta
Elaine Smith
Amy Sustar
Ashley Truesdell
Chelsey Truesdell
Nicholas Vanoverbeke
Felisa Vogrin
Joanne Wagner
Scott Wludyga
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BOARD & STAFF
Board of Directors

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dr. Rajiv Taneja, Rajiv Taneja DMD, Inc.
Board Chair

Gregg Warner, Salem Regional Medical Center
Past Chair

Mike Kurish, ASECU
Treasurer

Marcy Angelo, White Glove Payroll
Secretary

Tarik Awad, Cohen & Co.
Vice Chair

Dr. Patrick Callihan, ELLWOOD Aluminum
Vice Chair

Laura Dewberry, YSU Center for Nonprofit Leadership
Vice Chair

Erick LaGroux, Next Gen Solutions
Vice Chair

Dr. Betty Jo Licata, Dean Emerita, YSU Williamson
College of Business Administration
Vice Chair

Teresa Miller, Valley Economic Development Partners
Vice Chair

Amber Wintz, INEOS KOH
Vice Chair

DIRECTORS

Cheryl Basista, Cardinal Mooney High School, Retired
Matthew Brophy, 7 17 Credit Union
Heather Chunn, YSU Foundation
Anne Coleman, FactSet
Kaitlynn Dailey, HBK
Hon. Renee DiSalvo, Youngstown Municipal Court
Jonathon Fauvie, Medical Mutual
Julie Greene, Greene Enterprises, LLC
Kristina Herrmann, Covelli Enterprises
Denise Holloway, Trumbull County ESC
Dr. Traci Hostetler, ESC of Eastern Ohio
Ruthie King, The Youngstown Chapter of the Links, Inc.

Tifinie LaComb, Huntington National Bank
Melissa Maki, Community Representative
Brian Mellott, Practice Management & Billing Solutions
Maria Pappas, Youngstown City Schools, Retired
Aaron Pitko, DGPerry CPAs + Advisors
Kaitlyn Profera, WesBanco
Frank Sybelnik, PNC Bank
Donald Trummer, HD Growth Partners
Felisa Vogrin, Farmers National Bank
Megan Wagner, SEMI Foundation
Dr. Holly Welch, Jackson-Milton Local Schools
Kathleen Worhatch, KeyBank, Retired

ASHTABULA COUNTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Amber Wintz
INEOS KOH
Vice Chair

Holly Mayernick
Infinity Resources, Inc.

Chris Brecht
State Farm Insurance

Scott Wludyga
Ashtabula County
Technical and Career
Center

STAFF

Michele Merkel
President

Hana Hakeem
Program & Special
Events Manager

Alison Huffman
Program & Special
Events Manager

Heather Wagner
Administrative
Assistant
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The JA Discovery Center at the Eastwood Mall
JA BizTown and JA Finance Park under one roof, projected to serve 10,000 young people a year. Pilot
testing begins in spring 2027, JA BizTown opens fully in fall 2027 and JA Finance Park follows in fall
2028.

THANK YOU
To our sponsors, volunteers, educators and board members: because of you, young people
across Eastern Ohio gained real-world skills this year. Here is how you can keep that work
going.

Give
Bring JA programs to more
young people across our
four counties and help
them build real-world skills.

Volunteer
Share your career story and
help young people see
what’s possible right here
at home.

Partner
Sponsor a JA Discovery
Center simulation and put
your company in front of
tomorrow’s workforce.

Inspiring young people since 1952.

Scan to visit
our website

Junior Achievement of Eastern Ohio
1601 Motor Inn Dr. #305, Girard, OH 44420

easternohio.ja.org
330-539-5268

https://easternohio.ja.org/

